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Presentation Outline
• Mandate to teach students to be active agents of 

advocacy for global issues including 
environmental health & ecology

• Theory is not enough to spark activism – need 
praxis

• ICTs provide rich medium to promote praxis 
(reflection on action) and social action



  

Incorporation into Curriculum
• Semester 6 and 7 students have contributed to 

the development of the site.
• Research students have designed surveys and 

literature reviews
• Nursing Inquiry students created web sites
• Nurses Influencing Change students created 

digital media such as videos, brochures, PPTs



  

CNA CODE OF ETHICS
Canadian nurses are expected to:

    “be aware of broader health concerns such as 
environmental pollution, violation of human 
rights, world hunger, homelessness, violence, 
etc. and are encouraged to the extent possible in 
their personal circumstances to work individually 
as citizens or collectively for policies and 
procedures to bring about social change, 
keeping in mind the needs of future generations” 
(CNA, 2002 p.15).



  

Social Determinants of Health
• Income and Social Status
• Social Support Networks
• Education and Literacy
• Employment/Working    Conditions
• Social Environments
• Physical Environments
• Personal Health Practices and 

Coping Skills
• Healthy Child Development
• Biology and Genetic Endowment
• Health Services
• Gender
• Culture

    It is critical to analyze 
how the diverse issues 
related to environmental 
health or ecology interact 
with the ability for 
humans to manifest 
healthy achievement of 
all of the critical social 
determinants of health. 



  

Critical Issues
• Critical Issues that influence the health of our natural environment 

impact on all of the social determinants of human health on many 
different levels. It is important that nurses become very critically 
aware and knowledgeable of the interconnectedness of the 
environmental health and human health and vitality. Being cognizant 
of the issues, nurses can then strategize together to formulate 
solutions and guide society at large in the same venture.

•  Nurses from around the globe have been encouraged to keep the 
social determinants of health in mind, as a conceptual framework to 
assess the health of individuals, families, groups, communities, 
nations, and on a global scale (
 World Health Organization, Commission on Social Determinants of Health; 
Public Health Agency of Canada). 

http://www.who.int/social_determinants/en/
http://www.phac-aspc.gc.ca/ph-sp/phdd/overview_implications/01_overview.html


  

Impetus for Inclusion

   As the WHO’s Commission on the Social 
Determinants of Health (2005) asked, 

“What narrative will capture the 
imaginations, feelings, intellect and will 
of political decision-makers and the 
broader public and inspire them to 
action?” (p.44)



  

KEY GUIDING QUESTION…

    How can communicative and creative 
technologies be used to stimulate 
meaningful engagement with ecological, 
sustainability, environmental and quality of 
life dialogue and praxis in nursing and 
society at large? 



  

Incorporating ICTs into the 
Curriculum

• ICTs = Information and 
Creative Technologies 

• Online Assigned 
Readings & Activities

• In class Online 
Resources used 

• Tutorials on ICT use
• All creative work  put 

online with course 

Key Assignments

Research
Project

Website
Creation

Digital 
Media

Group 
Work

3rd and 4th Year 
StudentsStudents work 

 added to enrich
 Course Content



  

Weaving Technology into the 
Curriculum

• Information and communication technologies are woven into every 
aspect of three courses:

• Assigned readings are entirely web-based for two courses, 
capitalizing on the vast array of available materials that address 
common issues pertinent to nursing and social change/justice and 
nursing inquiry

• Most class activities incorporate media in some way, to make it 
crystal clear that the use of technologies is an important 
foundational tool that nurses can use to support social change and 
justice and to engage in nursing inquiry and research

• Assessment methods incorporate the media in various ways: Visual 
Map, Digital Media Project, Group Work, Web site creation, 
Research Project work



  

Co-creating Content

• Students create content that is used within 
the courses in subsequent semesters

• Students create content to help nurses 
explore ecological issues and engage in 
the process of finding solutions to critical 
issues

• Students can add online work to portfolio



  

Developing ICT Capacity….
• This use of ICTs to both teach and assess research, 

inquiry and change leadership skills and capabilities 
and cultivate social justice skills  is a first step. 

• There is much room for further development and 
planning to afford a supportive, pedagogically sound 
atmosphere for activist digital design and media 
application within nursing education. 



  

Rationale for Including Students

• The intent is to involve students in focused 
social activist and research work, such as 
the development of – a comprehensive 
web environment intended to help nursing 
students and practitioners to develop keen 
meaningful ecological knowledge, skills 
and voice.



  



  

Nurses and Environmental Health

• Attitude survey created by 3rd year student 
(RPN) to help nurses explore their 
perceptions of the role of nurses in 
promoting environmental health. 

• SURVEY  and INTERPRETATION
• Can be done online at: 

http://econurse.org/survey1.html

file:///C:/Econurse/../CONFERENCE_SUBMISSIONS/WRCASN/Survey1.pdf
file:///C:/Econurse/../CONFERENCE_SUBMISSIONS/WRCASN/Survey1_score.pdf
http://econurse.org/survey1.html


  



  



  



  



  

Continued Evolution
• The site will continue to grow, including 

content created by author and students
• Future plans for campaigns, viral flash, 

ecology toolkits

• To view the site: http://econurse.org
• Contact: june@econurse.org

http://econurse.org/
mailto:june@econurse.org
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